Sixth Draft Frankfurt Group Proposals on Retrodigitisation by Libraries and Publishers





The Frankfurt Group: Consensus Forum for Academic and Research Information


is a unique platform for progressive discussions between organisations involved in the publication and distribution of academic and research information within Europe.The aim of the group is to reach consensus on topics of common interest.





This statement is made on behalf of authors (EWC), publishers (ALPSP), libraries (EBLIDA,LIBER), research centres (INIST) and subscription agents (ASA).


( Note: it is proposed to invite the European Group of IFRRO, on behalf of European RROs, to associate itself with the statement also )





The purpose of this statement is to set out basic principles for retrodigitisation which are accepted by the different players in the Frankfurt Group. The document builds on previous statements by EBLIDA/ STM and IFRRO/ STM, and on the analysis by Thomas Dreier in his report on strategy issues to the TECUP Project.( It focuses on the project retrodigitisation of scientific and research material.





Introduction





"Retrodigitisation" is the digitisation of content originally published in print. Publishers may wish to retrodigitise back runs of journals, or backlist books.Libraries may wish to retrodigitise items in their paper collections.The main  benefits of digitisation are:





1 to enable users to access materials more conveniently and/or


2 to replace lost or damaged items and/or


3 to protect fragile items in paper collections and/or


4 to reduce storage needs





Retrodigitisation is not a simple task, and it costs money. It involves a number of components: scanning, creation and population of archive, ensuring retrievability (e.g. metadata), providing access,long-term preservation, integration in collections.For this reason, large-scale retrodigitisation, when not carried out by the publishers themselves, is usually done either centrally (e.g. by a national library) or in collaboration between libraries.





Definitions





The following types of retrodigitisation may be distinguished:





"Incidental Retrodigitisation": retrodigitisation of individual items (but not substantially the whole of a journal issue, or book), (i) on a non-routine basis and ( ii ) in response to requests for particular items





“Project Retrodigitisation”:  systematic digitisation on a larger scale than incidental and on a non-request basis 





Legal background





From a legal point of view retrodigitisation and the use of retrodigitised material involves a number of distinct acts for which copyright authorisation may be needed.These include, on the part of the digitising library or other institution:





1.Acts of reproduction: digitisation and subsequent storage in a database. Downloading and copying (paper or electronic) by users are also acts of reproduction


2.Acts of communication to the public/making available to the public:giving access to the database of digitised material, mounting and offering on a network





Different interpretations as to ownership of rights apply in different countries.In some  cases, especially regarding material published before digitisation technology was available, the relevant rights belong to the authors as well as, or instead of, the publishers of the material in question.This is because, in a number of  jurisdictions, rights in unknown forms of exploitation of works cannot be  transferred from the authors to the publishers.The technology involved in digitisation, storage and making available to users was not available until about 1995.Digital rights in copyright protected works published up to that time may therefore belong to the authors rather than to the publishers. After that time the position depends on author-publisher contracts.





Key considerations





The parties recognise that:





Research information continues to have reference value over time.The digitisation of such information serves important societal, cultural, scientific and technological development goals, including the preservation of research outputs


Not all rightsholders have the resources or the intention to retrodigitise their still in copyright  material


Retrodigitisation by libraries is an effective means of improving access to, and archiving, print  information.


 Archiving (via retrodigitisation or otherwise) also requires the maintenance of the integrity of the original work, including the indication of its source(s) and any associated copyright management information


Retrodigitisation procedures must respect the authors' moral rights and publishers’ rights, thereby ensuring that digitised research information is correctly attributed and an accurate copy of the original


The parties share responsibility for increasing the availability of research information to remote users through digital technology and raising awareness of this availability, thereby creating a world-wide information society


Copyright must be respected in relation to all aspects of retrodigitisation; other than as permitted by national exceptions, authorisation by rightsholders or their authorised representatives should always be a necessary condition for digitisation and use of protected works























The parties therefore agree that 





Libraries should be able quickly and easily to obtain authorisation to retrodigitise printed materials which are not available in digital form, on terms which take into account both the cost of retrodigitisation and the use or uses to which the digitised material is put


In principle the rightsholders (authors and publishers) are entitled to adequate and appropriate remuneration both for retrodigitisation itself and for use of the digitised material; however, they may decide to charge no fee or only a nominal fee for the digitisation element


Rights clearance in relation to retrodigitisation and access to digitised material,and in particular whether RROs are involved, is for the rightsholders to decide


The advantages of licensing retrodigitisation through RROs include the representation by RROs of large numbers of rightsholders, both national and foreign,making it unnecessary for permission to be obtained on an individual basis, and the fact that they represent both authors and publishers, thereby solving the problem that the relevant rights may sometimes be with the authors and sometimes with the publishers, or that the legal position may be uncertain


Incidental retrodigitisation can be carried out under blanket agreements with participating rightsholders, in accordance with the Eblida-STM statement, or be authorised by the rightsholders or RROs 


Project retrodigitisation can proceed either on the basis of licensing by the rightsholders,by RROs,or by both jointly


RROs are in a unique position to intermediate between (multiple) rightsholders and libraries in project digitisation


Libraries, rightsholders and RROs need to work together to develop licensing schemes and guidelines for  retrodigitisation taking account of the principles set out above. 








Frankfurt a.M. September 2002





( Eblida/ECUP/STM joint statement on incidental digitisation and storage of STM print journal articles 7 November 1998


  IFRRO-STM joint statement on the digitisation of printed STM materials 24 January 1998


 Thomas Dreier: Towards consensus on the electronic use of publications in libraries: Göttinger Bibliotheksschriften 14 2001
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